           PATRIOTS PROGRAM STATEMENT

After painstaking restoration by the Airshows America team, and the support of Fry's Electronics, the Patriots L-39 jets were modified for use on the air show circuit with upgraded avionics systems for navigation and communications, removal of excess weight for better air show performance and the addition of a 30-gallon red, white and blue computerized smoke system. 

First debuting in 2003 as a two-ship team, the addition of a third Jet in 2004 created a fast paced, high-energy show for the next two years. 

The Team announced in December 2005 at the International Council of Air Shows Convention in Orlando Florida that they would be adding a 4th Jet in the slot position of the formation for the 2006 air show season. Former Thunderbird slot pilot Paul “Sticky” Strickland will fill that position.
Sponsored by Fry's Electronics, the Patriots have electrified spectators with their patriotic red, white and blue smoke. You will see beautifully choreographed 4 ship diamond formation aerobatic maneuvers as well as the solo’s flying fast-paced maneuvers such as their signature "Tail Slide" where the Jets actually slide backwards toward the ground, something you will not see from any other jet demonstration team.
Lead Patriots pilot Dean "Wilbur" Wright will lead the right wingman Vlady "Mig" Chetverous, left wingman John "Boards" Posson and slot pilot Paul “Sticky” Strickland through high speed precision formation aerobatics then separate into opposing and solo maneuvers not seen flown by jets anywhere in the US.
